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Change at the DUMC Archives: Looking Back, Moving Forward 

 

“Change is inevitable – except from a vending machine.” 

 - Robert C. Gallagher 

 

Ten years ago when I was the University Archivist and Assistant Head of 

the Special Collections Department at North Carolina State University, a 

job advertisement appeared on a professional listserv. The Duke Universi-

ty Medical Center (DUMC) was hiring a director to oversee its archives.   

At that time I had been in the archives profession for nearly 15 years, two 

of which I had been employed at the Duke University Special Collections 

department, and all of it in North Carolina. During the interview process I 

was asked by the University Librarian what I thought about the archives. I 

told him it was one of the best kept secrets in the state. During my 15 

years in the profession, I had never known, nor had many of my profes-

sional colleagues known, that the Medical Center maintained its own 

archives. 

  

When I arrived, I immediately set about developing the Archives and 

working to make the collections known and available.  In addition to cre-

ating the department’s first web presence, I worked with Pat Thibodeau, 

Associate Dean for Library Services, to grow the department.  
continued on page 2  
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Christian J. Lambertsen Papers by Dawne Lucas 

The Duke University Medical Center Archives is proud to announce that 

the Christian J. Lambertsen Papers are now available for research. These 

papers add to the Archives’ collection of research from members of the 

Undersea and Hyperbaric Medical Society (UHMS). The collection con-

tains experiment documentation, research notes, scholarly writing, tech-

nical reports, publications, correspondence, and artifacts belonging to Dr. 

Lambertsen, primarily created during his tenure at the University of 

Pennsylvania. Primary subjects include decompression, oxygenation, div-

ing, decompression sickness, diving physiology, and underwater breath-

ing apparatus. While the materials range in date from 1945 to 2009, a 

majority of the papers document Lambertsen's experiments from 1970 to 

1995. Documentation from the University of Pennsylvania's Environmen-

tal Biomedical Stress Data Center and the UHMS are also included.  
continued on page 3 
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From the Director’s Chair  

continued from page 1 

During that first year we were able to expand the archives 

staff from two, where it had remained for 26 years, to four 

by adding a coordinator of technical services and an oral 

historian. The following year we expanded again by work-

ing with the director of the Physician Assistant (PA) History 

Office, Dr. Reginald Carter, to obtain a grant that estab-

lished the PA History Society archivist position and placed 

the Society’s collections under the supervision of the DUMC 

Archives.   

 

Also during this time, the Archives began actively seeking 

the personal and professional papers of DUMC individuals 

who were members of national honorary societies (such as 

the National Institute of Medicine, the National Academy of 

Sciences, and the Howard Hughes Medical Institute). With 

the incorporation of the History of Medicine Collections in 

2010, the newly renamed Historical Collections and Archiv-

al Services (HCAS) department numbered six full-time em-

ployees and five active collecting programs, and our collec-

tions had more than doubled in number and size since I had 

arrived in 2003. 

 

In 2010, this unprecedented growth was impacted by the 

economic recession. The funding agency for the PA History 

Society archivist position decided that they would no longer 

support the program. Despite the efforts of the archivist 

and her board president to locate a new funding source, 

the agency decided to move the position and collections to 

the Eugene A. Stead, Jr., Center, home of the North Caroli-

na Academy of Physician Assistants. 

 

That same year, the decision was made to move the History 

of Medicine Collections to Duke University’s David. M. Ru-

benstein Rare Book and Manuscript Library. While the col-

lections and curator relocated in July 2011, the History of 

Medicine Collections and Medical Center Archives remain 

committed to continuing collaborative programming and 
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Looking for historical images?  

 

Check out our digital image data-

base, MEDSpace, at   

http://medspace.mc.duke.edu 

Main entrance to the Outpatient Clinic of 

Duke Hospital, circa 1930 

outreach endeavors. 

 

Also in July 2011, the Archives ended its active oral history 

program. While we will still conduct oral histories on a case-

by-case basis, the department will no longer actively seek to 

conduct and collect them. We will, instead, focus on further 

developing our archival and historical holdings.   

 

While downsizing had been the theme since mid-2010, in 

December 2011 the Archives embarked on a new endeavor 

with the merging of the Medical Center Archives and Li-

brary’s Information Technology Department, which brought 

together all web technologies and digital program develop-

ment under one collaborative program. 

 

Throughout 2012, the Archives’ administration, Associate 

Dean for Library Services, and the Archives Advisory Com-

mittee met to review the department’s programs, holdings, 

and policies. This review allowed us to better identify the 

individuals and offices with whom we should be working and 

the records that we should be soliciting in order to docu-

ment the growth, development, and contributions of the 

Duke University Medical Center and Health System. The re-

sulting document has been submitted to the Dean of the 

School of Medicine and the Vice Dean for Medical Educa-

tion. 

 

While there have been numerous changes over the past 10 

years, each has helped the Archives develop a stronger and 

richer program. We have been able to add to the body of 

historical materials documenting Duke Medicine, discover 

“hidden gems” within the collections, develop partnerships 

through collaboration, and help establish a program docu-

menting the founding and growth of a Duke-established pro-

fession. While the changes have not always been easy, they 

have brought us to where we are today, and have estab-

lished a solid foundation for the future. 

 

http://medspace.mc.duke.edu
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continued from page 1 

Dr. Lambertsen was born in Westfield, New 

Jersey on May 15, 1917. He received a B.S. in 

Biology from Rutgers University in 1939 and an 

M.D. in Medicine from the University of Penn-

sylvania in 1943. His research interests included 

undersea, atmospheric, aerospace, and indus-

trial environmental physiology, as well as hu-

man environmental toxicology and the ex-

tremes of human physiologic performance. In 

1940 Lambertsen designed the Lambertsen 

Amphibious Respiratory Unit (LARU), which was 

the first widely used, closed-circuit Self-

Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus 

(SCUBA) in the United States. The LARU was 

adopted by the Office of Strategic Services 

(OSS) and used in the latter stages of WWII. 

  

Dr. Lambertsen joined the staff of the Universi-

ty of Pennsylvania's School of Medicine in 1946, 

where he remained for the rest of his career. 

Primarily a professor of pharmacology, he be-

came the director of the university's Institute 

for Environmental Medicine in 1968 and the  

founding director of the Environmental Bio-

medical Stress Data Center in 1985. 

  

Dr. Lambertsen collaborated with several gov-

ernment organizations, including the National 

Research Council, the U.S. Army Chemical 

Corps, the U.S. Air Force, the National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration (NASA), and 

the U.S. Navy Medical Advisory Panel. He re-

ceived numerous awards and honors for his 

work, including an honorary D.Sc. in Medicine 

from Northwestern University in 1977. 

  

Dr. Lambertsen died February 11, 2011 in New-

town Square, Pennsylvania. 

 

To learn more about the C.J. Lambertsen Pa-

pers, please see our finding aids: 

http://archives.mc.duke.edu/collections-list 
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In addition to the Christian J. Lambertsen Papers, below are a few high-

lights of materials that recently have been added to existing collections. 

 

 Office of Creative Services and Marketing Communications: Addi-

tions to this collection include photographs, negatives, and contact 

sheets. The items, predominantly from the 1990s to the present, were 

used in various DUMC publications as well as promotional materials 

from offices throughout the Health System. 

 

 Architectural drawings: Several new drawings for medical campus 

buildings are now available for use. The plans are part of the Engi-

neering & Operations Records and the Medical Center Library Records 

and date back to the 1920s. A sample is below. 

 

 Photographs and negatives: We recently cataloged more than 100 

photographs and negatives taken for the physicians’ referral directo-

ries in the 1980s and 1990s. 

 

 
Did You Know... 

…that we have architectural drawings for buildings 
that were never built? Above is part of a 1966 plan for a 
building similar to the Mary Duke Biddle Trent 
Semans Center for Health Education. It’s one of the 
architectural drawings we recently have made available.  

New Materials at the Archives by Dawne Lucas Christian J. Lambertsen Papers 

http://archives.mc.duke.edu/collections-list


 4 

Most are familiar with the story of the 

princess and the pea: a tiny pea below 

many mattresses that had a big 

enough influence to prevent the prin-

cess from sleeping comfortably. This 

same principle applies to the preserva-

tion of archival materials, where some-

thing as small as a paperclip can have a 

large impact on the longevity and stor-

age of paper records. 

 

Inexpensive and practical, paperclips 

are the epitome of office utility. Their 

impact, however, does not end with 

that last clasp. A closer look at paper-

clips and how they work reveal how 

seriously they affect the preservation 

and storage of paper documents. 

 
Most paperclips are steel, trombone-

shaped fasteners that work by squeez-

ing sheets of paper between two loops 

that press in on the paper. From an 

archivist’s point of view, by this de-

scription alone there are two obvious 

problems. First, over time, the steel 

begins to oxidize as it reacts to mois-

ture in the air. The rust formed on the 

clip is then transferred to the paper it 

holds, staining the sheet with a reddish 

brown line. Worse than the discolora-

tion, rust creates friction and essential-

ly bonds the paperclip to the paper, 

chemically damaging the document. 

Further, the pressure exerted by the 

paperclip squeezing the sheets weak-

ens paper, leaving indentations on the 

documents. Marks like this are perma-

nent and increase the likelihood of 

creating holes or tears.  As paper crum-

ples or tears, the integrity of the page 

drops significantly. Binder clips are 

especially notorious for creating inden-

tations in paper as they exert more 

clamping power than traditional paper-

clips. 

 

While it takes some time for both oxi-

dation and indentations to harm rec-

ords, the impact of paperclips on stor-

age is immediate. The average paper-

clip is 1/32 of an inch wide. This may 

seem trivial on the surface, but each 

1/10th of an inch adds up quickly, in-

creasing the space needed for storage.  

As the papers get stacked or filed, the 

paperclips warp the pages, pushing 

one edge or corner up while the others 

stay at the original height.   

 

Stainless steel, plastic, and coated met-

al paperclips offer better protection 

against rust, but the coating can chip 

and none prevent indentations or 

warping pages. 

 

Here at the Archives, we typically re-

ceive records after their mandated 

retention periods. By the time we get 

them, any paperclips already have be-

gun causing issues. Our practice is to 

remove all paper clips during pro-

cessing to best preserve your records.  

However, this practice is time consum-

ing and does not reverse any issues 

already caused by the paperclips. To 

better preserve your records, we rec-

ommend removing paperclips before 

you file them to keep for later: It’s a 

little thing that has a big impact! 

Princess and the Pea: An Archival Allegory by Matthew Shangler 

      Rust stain from paperclip 
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Document damaged by a paperclip 

Pages warped from paperclips 

 

Paperclips are convenient, 
but what do they really do 

to your documents? 

To learn more about preparing 

your materials for transfer to the 

Archives, visit our website: 

http://archives.mc.duke.edu/

records-management  

or email us at 
dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu 

http://archives.mc.duke.edu/records-management
http://archives.mc.duke.edu/records-management
mailto:dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu
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DUMC Archives at Work by Jolie Braun 

The DUMC Archives provides support to many departments on campus for a 

variety of different projects. A few recent examples are below. 

 

 Supplied historical images for a slideshow featuring medical students   

from the 1930s to present, shown during the opening ceremony of the 

Mary Duke Biddle Trent Semans Center for Health Education 

 

 Provided historic images and research for Faces of Change: The Legacy of 

African Americans at Duke University School of Medicine, an event honor-

ing the 50-year history of African Americans at the School of Medicine 

 

 Collaborated with Duke University Archives to supply and verify infor-

mation for a campus-wide buildings directory 

 

 Provided historical information about Dr. Frederic Hanes, founder of the 

earliest gardens on campus, for a potential history-themed walking tour at 

the Sarah P. Duke Gardens 

 

 Researched information for a timeline showcasing the history of innova-

tion at the School of Medicine, part of the opening of the Mary Duke Bid-

dle Trent Semans Center for Health Education 

DUKE UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER ARCHIVES 

 

 

 “You are wonderful!  Thanks so much for all your help on this information.”  

     – Brenda Rimmer, Associate Director, Special Events, Duke Medicine Development Operations 

 

 “Thanks for being so welcoming. ” – Scott Ellsworth, Duke University alum (‘77, ‘82) and writer of 

the forthcoming book The Secret Game 

 

 “I want to thank each of you for all of your help in telling this story…Needless to say, I'm singing the 

praises of the History of Medicine Collections and the Medical Center Archives as great, critical, and 

irreplaceable treasure troves deserving our continuing appreciation and support.” – Dr. Conrad 

Fulkerson, Assistant Clinical Professor, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, thanking the Archives staff 

and History of Medicine Collections Curator for help with his film DAVE, about the first School of 

Medicine Dean Wilburt C. Davison 

 

 “That is perfect! Oh my gosh, I am so happy. This is just great — I can't thank you enough.” 

       – A patron upon receiving an image of her grandmother who was a School of Medicine alum  

 

 “You guys ROCK!!!” – Amelia Howle, Director of Alumni Relations, Duke University School of Nursing 

A portion of the Photograph & Negative Collection, one 
of our most frequently used collections 

 

 Want to know 

more?  

 

Subscribe to our 

newsletter!   

 

Send an email to:  

dumc.archives@mc.

duke.edu 

 

What People Are Saying about the DUMC Archives  

mailto:dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu
mailto:dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu
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News & Notes by Jolie Braun  Contact Us 
 

Hours: 
1408A Christian Avenue 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 am-4:30 pm 

 
102A Seeley G. Mudd 

Building 
Monday-Friday 

9:00 am-4:00pm  
 

Phone:  
(919) 383-2653 
(919) 660-1144 

 
E-mail: 

dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu  
 

Mailing Address: 
DUMC Archives 

DUMC 3702 
Durham, NC 27710 
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The DUMC Archives Staff Now at the Library 

 

We now have an Archives staff member avail-

able in the Medical Center Library to work 

with patrons, Monday-Friday, 9:00am to 

4:00pm, in Room 102A (Level 1). If you’re 

unable to make it to the off-campus Archives 

facility, consider visiting our on-campus 

office. It’s an excellent opportunity to get 

historical images or information for your next 

project, discuss transferring your depart-

ment's records, learn about our resources 

and services, and even (with advance notice!) 

work with archival materials. If you have 

questions or would like to make an appoint-

ment, please stop by or contact us 

at dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu or (919) 660-

1144.  

New Archives Subject Guide Available  

 

The Archives has a new subject guide on the 

Medical Center Library’s website. The guide 

provides a brief overview of the Archives, 

including information about highlights in our 

collections, how to find items, as well as sug-

gestions of other helpful resources. To see it, 

visit:  

http://guides.mclibrary.duke.edu/archives 

 

Mary Semans and School of Medicine Dean Dr. William 
Anlyan cut the ribbon to the entrance of the new Medi-
cal Center Library,  November 1975, one of the images 

that is part of the Medical Center Library & Archives 
history exhibit 

New Exhibit at the Medical Center Library 

 

A new exhibit, "Today’s Challenge, Tomor-

row’s Promise,” documenting the 80-year 

history of the Medical Center Library and 

Archives is currently on display in the Library. 

Charting the evolution and accomplishments 

of the Library and Archives, the exhibit fea-

tures historical photographs, a timeline, li-

brary publications, and technology artifacts. 

The Archives contributed images as well as 

historical research that drew from multiple 

collections, including the Medical Center Li-

brary Records, the Wilburt C. Davison Papers, 

and the William Anlyan Papers. 

 

The exhibit can be found on Levels 1, 2, and 3 

of the Library, and will be on display from 

February to July, 2013.  

 

  Looking for information about the history of the Medical Center?  
 
Check out these recent publications: 
 

 Duke Department of Anesthesiology, 1971-2011      

 Duke University School of Nursing: Promise and Progress, 1931-1971 

 Duke University School of Nursing: Progress and Possibility, 1971-2013 

 The Magic of Medicine at Duke: A History in Our Own Words 

 Patient Care, Education, Discovery, Survivorship: The History of Cancer Care, 
Research, and Education at Duke 

 
For more resources, visit our website: 
http://archives.mc.duke.edu 
or email us at dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu 

 Feedback is welcome! 

 
Please send us your com-
ments and suggestions: 
jolie.braun@duke.edu 

mailto:dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu
mailto:dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu
http://guides.mclibrary.duke.edu/archives
http://archives.mc.duke.edu
mailto:dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu
mailto:jolie.braun@dm.duke.edu

